IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR STORY COUNTY

ALEXANDRA “SONDRA” WILSON, )

Plaintiff, CASE NO. LACV053674

)
)
)
)
RELIABLE STREET INC, LOCKWOOD )
CAFE, LOVE CLUB LLC, LYNDSAY )
NISSEN, SHARON STEWART, WILLA )
COLVILLE, DENISE MARTINEZ, and )
CHARLIE ESKER )
Defendants )
)

Exhibit B— Open Mic and Flier Agreements: communications between Plaintiff,
Defendant Nissen, and Iowa Civil Rights Commission (“ICRC”) (Sept. 2021-Mar. 2022)

This exhibit is offered to document contemporaneous communications relevant to Defendants’
later characterizations of Plaintiff’s conduct.

This exhibit contains contemporaneous written communications between Plaintiff and Defendant
Nissen from September 2021 through March 2022, documenting collaborative efforts to organize
and promote open mic events and related flier agreements.

These communications are juxtaposed with key excerpts from Defendant Nissen’s statement to
the ICRC to highlight discrepancies between contemporaneous communications and later
representations. Section 4 sets forth Plaintiff’s responses to those statements.

Collectively, these materials provide critical context regarding the parties’ relationship and
interactions in the months leading up to the events giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims.
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Section 1 — Defendant Nissen’s Statement to the ICRC Regarding Open Mic and Flier
Agreement (Exhibit B-1)

Exhibit B-1 — Statement by Defendant Nissen to the ICRC (on or around May 1-July 30, 2022)
alleging that Plaintiff assisted with Open Mic and flier distribution without authorization and
characterizing Plaintiff as “desperate” and invasive.

14) First, since | have only known Alexandra as Sondra, | will refer to her as her name she
presented to us. Sondra first appeared to me at the Open Mic | host every Tuesday. She is a
musician so | was very encouraging to have her continue to come to that event. She was an
immediate fixture, showing up early, wanting to help with the event and taking on other
unsolicited responsibilities. For example, she created a flier for the Open Mic to hang around
town without me asking or even asking me if | wanted that. Yet | am always grateful for people
to help with it because it's a free event and therefore it does not create any capital. | run it every
week and do not pay myself and have no employees. She seemed in desperate need of a
community and we welcomed her with open arms. Unfortunately being that welcoming

sometimes has consequences.

Key Excerpts — Nissen’s ICRC Statement (May—July 2022)

e Defendant Nissen alleged that Plaintift’s assistance with the Open Mic event was
unsolicited.

e Defendant Nissen alleged that Plaintiff created and distributed a promotional flier without
authorization.

e Defendant Nissen characterized Plaintift as “desperate” and invasive.
Rebuttal Summary — Plaintiff’s Position:

e Nissen personally requested Plaintiff’s assistance with Open Mic events, delegated
responsibilities to Plaintiff, and repeatedly expressed gratitude for Plaintiff’s
contributions.

¢ Plaintiff offered to design a promotional flier at Nissen’s request; Nissen approved the
concept, provided input, and personally posted the final version on social media.

e Nissen’s communications and conduct established a personal rapport that led Plaintiff to
reasonably believe they were friends.

The full, unredacted version of Defendant Nissen’s statement to the ICRC is included in Exhibit
A-4. Only key excerpts relevant to this issue are reproduced here for the Court’s convenience.

The following contemporaneous communications are presented in chronological order.
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Section 2 (Exhibits B2 — B13): Key Evidence Leading Up to Defendant Nissen’s ICRC
Statement: Context Contradicting Later Characterizations

Exhibit B-2 — Plaintiff's offer to create a flier for the Open Mic (September 21, 2021).
Defendant Nissen responds, “Awesome!” and expresses interest in showing Plaintiff how to run
the event in her absence, indicating cooperation and mutual understanding.

These contemporaneous text messages concern Plaintiff's involvement in Open Mic activities
and the creation of promotional materials during September 2021. At the time, Defendant
expressed approval and support for Plaintift’s involvement.

From (515) 3579725 YAY open mic!! Lmk of you want Sep 21,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) help setting up. 12:32 PM
2312907
From (515) 3579725 Also | could make a flyer for the Sep 21,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) open mic if you like. I'm pretty 12:36 PM
231-2907 good at that sort of thing.
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic " Awesomel Sep 21,2021
(515)231-2907 12:41 PM
To (515) 3579725
From (515) 3579725 Sweet will do! Sep 21, 2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) 12:41 PM
2312907
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic ‘l'was just going to post that I'm Sep 21, 2021
(515)231-2907 sick so | won't be able to run it 12:41 PM
To (515) 3579725 tonight
From (515) 3579725 Oh dear I'm sorry :* Sep 21, 2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) 12:41 PM
231-2907
From (515) 3579725 | Sep 21,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) 12:41 PM
2312907
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic ‘Butif you want to still do it Sep 21, 2021
(515)231-2907 acoustic or like a song circle type  12:42 PM
To (515) 3579725 of thing y'all are welcome to
From (515) 3579725 Sweet. Imean Id like that. Il Sep 21, 2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) show up. 12:42 PM
231-2907
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic ‘I know! | wish I'd been able to Sep 21, 2021
(515)231-2907 show y'all how to set it up all 12:43 PM

To (515) 357-9725

ready so someone else could just
run it
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Exhibit B-3 — First Draft of Plaintiff' s Promotional Flier Sent to Defendant Nissen (September
29, 2021).

.

& Poetry Slam

The town of Ontario was founded by the railroad in 1869, then
annexed into the west side of the City of Ames in 1962, -
In 1914 the Farmers' Grain Company erected a mill (below), and in ——
1954 the processing plant was added (background photo).. -

Although the plant and community gathering space for farmers ‘
closed in the 1960s, the buildings were purchased and began being L
restored in 2020. Come visit the historic Lockwood Cafe to get your
morning coffee, lunch, and to see nightly events!
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Exhibit B-4 — Text exchanges between Plaintiff and Defendant Nissen (September 29-30, 2021).
Plaintiff requests feedback on the first draft of the flier; Defendant Nissen responds positively
and requests a name change from “Lockwood Café” to “Reliable Street.”

From (515) 3579725
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515)
231-2907

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515)231-2907
To (515) 3579725

From (515) 3579725
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515)
231-2907

From (515) 357-9725
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515)
231-2907

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515) 231-2907
To (515) 3579725

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515)231-2907
To (515) 3579725

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515) 2312907
To (515) 3579725

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515)231-2907
To (515) 3579725

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515) 231-2907
To (515) 3579725

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515)231-2907
To (515) 3579725

Flyer emailed to you

“Yay! Thank you!

Sent another email - if we can get
a photo of the next open micl
could use that photo.

If you want a simpler flyer
without the history stuff just Imk.
I'l stop bugging you lol just
checking in on case you want it
changed.

“Sorry! I'm backed up

“Just got a chance to look

“1like it!

"Theonly thing is, it's not

Lockwood cafes event

“It's our non profit

"Reliable Street Inc
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Sep 29, 2021
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Sep 30, 2021
1:53 PM
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Sep 30, 2021
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Sep 30, 2021
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Sep 30, 2021
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Sep 30, 2021
315 PM

Sep 30, 2021
315 PM



Exhibit B-5 — Reliable Streets official Facebook page posts Plaintiff's promotional flier (October 4, 2021).

Screenshot of Reliable Street's Facebook page posting the promotional flier on October 4, 2021.

25 facebookcom/reliablestreet/

:arch Facebook @ @

a Reliable Street

Intro

Reliable Street -- A feed for every need!
© Page - Arts & entertainment
& 4625 Reliable St, Ames, IA, United States, lowa
EZ4 contact@reliablestreet.com

@ reliablestreet.com

Photos See all photos

A lly Dancing

Workshop

et Sar e Mharete

FEW oy

Sept 30
6007:30 |
"
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Reliable Street
October 4, 2021 - @

Tomorrow night and every Tuesday night, join us on stage or off! Everyone’s welcome &

i\ : “\/ sy
Open Mic
& Poetry Slam

The town of Ontario was founded by the railroad in 1869, then
annexed into the west side of Ames in 1962.

In 1914 the Farmers' Grain Company erected a mill (below), and in
1954 the processing plant was added (background photo).

Although this community gathering space for farmers closed in
the 1960s, the buildings were purchased and began being restored in
2020. Come visit the historic Lockwood Cafe (inside the old building)
to get your morning coffee and lunch, then come see awesome nightly
events brought to you by Reliable Street, inc!

7pm every Tuesday

Beer, Wine, and Live Music
in a family-friendly establishment
Reliable Street, inc. is a 501¢3 non-profit corporation.




Exhibit B-6 — Plaintiff requests input on flier design,; Defendant Nissen requests pull tabs and
approves final version, stating “It looks great!” (October 13, 2021).

This exchange demonstrates Defendant’s direct input and approval of the flier’s design details,
including specific requested edits, underscoring mutual collaboration.

From (515) 357-9725 ‘| I'redid the flyer 8 can send you. Oct 13,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) Do you want your phone number  12:37 PM
231-2907 on the pull tabs or no?
From (515) 357-9725 ‘| Emailed updated flyer Oct 13,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) 1:30 PM
231-2907
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic * Awesome! Yeah | think people Oct 13, 2021
(515) 231-2907 like the pull tabs 3:.02 PM
To (515) 3579725
From (515) 357-9725 ‘| Rad sauce. Oct 13,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) 3:05PM
231-2907
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic * It looks great! Oct 13,2021
(515) 231-2907 3:09 PM
To (515) 357-9725
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Exhibit B-7 — Finalized promotional flier incorporating Defendant Nissen's requested changes,
including name and design edits, created on or around October 13, 2021.

Finalized promotional flier reflecting revisions discussed in the parties' September and October
2021 communications.

Open M|c
& Poetry Slam

In 1914 the Farmers' Grain Company erected a mill in what is now
west Ames. Although it closed in the 1960s, the buildings were
purchased by Reliable Street Inc* and began being restored in 2020.

L oS "\ A
hq‘,;o‘y."'i?h' .

Come visit the historic Lockwood Cafe (inside the old building)
= to get your morning coffee and lunch, then see (and participate in!)
» awesome nightly events brought to you by Reliable Street!

< i Reliable Street, inc. is a 501¢3 non-profit corporation.

7pm every Tuesday

Beer, Wine, and Live Music
> at a family-friendly establishment

e R 450 =30
588 588 388 2383
233 233 Q®> a8
3= 82= &ax &asy
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Exhibit B-8 — Plaintiff informs Defendant Nissen that she distributed event fliers around town;
Nissen replies, “Awesome!” (October 22, 2021).

Text messages concerning distribution of promotional fliers on October 22, 2021.

From (515) 3579725 ‘| Plastered the rest of downtown Oct 22,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) and campustown. Got some of 510 PM
231-2907 west Ames today. Hopefully we

get some tumout. Enjoy ur night

From (515) 3579725 ‘| Gave a bunch to students that Oct 22, 2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) are going to "hang it in their 5:15PM
231-2907 dorm’
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic |" Awesome! Oct 22,2021
(515) 231-2907 5:45PM

To (515) 3579725
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Exhibit B-9 — Text message exchange between Plaintiff and Nissen referencing Nissen honoring
Plaintiff at open mic (November 11, 2021).

Text message exchange reflecting appreciation and positive communications between Plaintiff
and Defendant Nissen on November 11, 2021.

From (515) 357-9725 "| You're wonderful. |really Nov 11, 2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) appreciate the sweet intro you 11:09 AM
231-2907 gave me Tuesday. It meant a
lot. | forgotto say that.
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic - Awwwww. | meant itQ @ Nov 11, 2021
(515)231-2907 11:13 AM

To (515) 3579725
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Exhibit B-10 Defendant Nissen expresses appreciation for Plaintiff s encouragement and active
role in building the open mic community, thanking Plaintiff for “continuously affirming that
we re gonna make this amazing” and stating “its so nice to have another person who believes”

(October 12, 2021).

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic “Wow. That was something else. Oct 12,2021
(515) 231-2907 So intimate and sweet. Thank 10:21 PM
To (515) 357-9725 you for continuously affirming

that we're gonna make this
amazing. It's so nice to have
another person who believes€@

From (515) 3579725 | I'm still reeling too!! And | Oct 12,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) definitely believe it's going to be 10:36 PM
231-2907 fantastic. This was a perfect

little nexus of amazing fun
people tonight. Loved we
witnessed Travis get the courage
to sing in front of people for the
first time and my goddess
Chelsea and Kathryn did hip
thrusts on the travel Imao! We
met gems tonight! Amazing
night! Seeyou Friday. Sleep

well!
From (515) 357-9725 “| Hip thrusts in the gravel * Oct 12,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) 10:37 PM
231-2907
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic " Right?! We're inspiring a new Oct 12,2021
(515) 231-2907 generation€@goodnight. | hope 10:38 PM
To (515) 3579725 you and Cody sleep tight @
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Exhibit B-11 — Defendant Nissen entrusts Colville and Plaintiff with responsibility for the Open
Mic in her absence (February 8, 2022), thanking them for “always being so amazing and

helpful!!!”

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic Hey you two! I'll probably bein Feb 8, 2022
(515) 231-2907 the air tonight during open mic 1:37 PM
To (515) 3579725 50 | hope it all goes smooth. That
Lockwood Willa (515) 745-4817 you again for always be so

amazing and helpful!!
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Exhibit B-12 — Plaintiff provides input to improve Open Mics (February 9, 2022), following the
event where Nissen entrusted Plaintiff and Colville to run the Open Mic in her absence (see
Exhibit B-11). Cobville and Nissen agree; Nissen agrees with Plaintiff' s suggestions and
expresses gratitude for her contributions.

From (515) 3579725 | Sorry | sent this to Charlie Feb 9, 2022
To Ames Travis Open Mic (319) 560-1572 instead of Willa last time so just 1.14PM
Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) resending it:
231-2907
Lockwood Willa (515) 745-4817 Hey Willa, Lyndsay, and Travis!

Hope ur day Is going wonderful,

Travis mentioned a couple things
last night and I'm kind of glad he
did cuz | was secretly thinking it

1. Wondering if we should say 3
songs/poems or 15 minutes. We
had a couple people up last night
for more than 20 minutes each.

2. One of the 20 min
performances was Ellie - she
talked for quite awhile before
finally playing. We had 4-5 first
time audience members and
some left during. | really like her
performance part but especially
for first time people not sure
that's what they come to see.
Knda sucks for the later
performers when the audience
clears out before they get 1o go

up.
From Lockwood Willa (515) 745-4817 | definitely agree. | was sadtosee  Feb 9, 2022
To Ames Travis Open Mic (319) 560-1572 a couple people leave beforethey  1:47PM
Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) got a chance to perform. Since
231-2907 it's been pretty busy lately, it
(515) 3579725 might be worth it o have a sign

up sheet. Wecouldcap itat15
people and they each can
perform one or two songs/
poems/comedic set. Then if there
is extra time at the end we could
open it up. But definitely want
everyone who wants to have the
opportunity to perform in front of
an audience!! -Willa

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic Yeah with more regulars coming Feb 9, 2022
(515) 231-2907 we probably have to start 2:35PM
To Ames Travis Open Mic (319) 560-1572 making it more structured.
(515) 3579725 Thanks for the feedback and
Lockwood Willa (515) 745-4817 caring about making it a good

experience for everyone @
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Exhibit B-13 Following an Open Mic event, Plaintiff apologizes for leaving before cleanup was
complete (March 22-23, 2022). Nissen responds with three heart emojis, expressing warmth and

appreciation just nine days before the events giving rise to several of Plaintiff's claims.

7580 ee®8MGCGRA

< ‘ Ames Lockwoo... v

letters pop and add il
plants n stuff.

Sorry to slip out when
you were somewhere -
they said they'd put the
rest away. Woke up
early and need to wake
early tomorrow so gong
sideways. Thanks for a
fun night at always!!

Can you text Piper my
number? Wanted to

Exhibit B— Open Mic and Flier Agreements — Page 16 of 19



Section 3: Additional Communications Reflecting the Parties' Relationship and Course of

Conduct (on or around September 2021 — March 2022): (Exhibits B14-B16).

The following communications concern the parties' interactions and communications between

September 2021 and March 2022.

Exhibit B-14 — Nissen invites Plaintiff to perform at an LGBT+ event (September 14, 2021),
reflecting Defendant’s active encouragement of Plaintiff s involvement prior to the Open Mic

events.

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515) 231-2907
To (515) 3579725

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515) 231-2907
To (515) 357-9725

From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic
(515) 231-2907
To (515) 3579725

Calesncin T AL1PU -

< °I-.1irAbyfrw Y O

Livz Masicans, moy ac s O,
prity muzk archng ean et ot
ri @

sLen A late s,
SFPTEMBER 18 & 19
R

i

sam e
nILTE

var inw .
AT ATy o
v N
e PrE ’
wew 4
e rrar
e

I hva it v redarg his &
vV

| 2ar ssk sound oy
v

“Would you be interested in

playing at this?

‘I'm going to play a few songs

and I'm looking for other people
t00000€Q
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Exhibit B-15 — Nissen responds to Plaintiff' s holiday greeting and photo of her Open Mic
performance (December 24, 2021), expressing warmth and appreciation for Plaintiff.

From (515) 3579725 Dec 24,2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) 4:43 PM
231-2907
From (515) 3579725 *| Merry Christmas, beautiful friend!  Dec 24, 2021
To Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic (515) 4:44 PM
231-2907
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic “Awwww you sweet angel @I Dec 24,2021
(515) 2312907 hope you are having a wonderful  8:35 PM
To (515) 3579725 holiday
From Ames Lockwood Lyndsay open mic "l appreciate you@ Dec 24, 2021
(515) 2312907 8:36 PM
To (515) 3579725
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Exhibit B-16— Informal text exchanges between Plaintiff and Nissen (January 26, 2022)

showing ongoing friendly rapport, contradicting later claims that Plaintiff' s involvement was
unwanted.

8020 HeeGOMGCGARA RUN

< . Ames Lockwoo... -

Thank you!!!!

PM
11 pv Loving Didi's album!

Really touching kinda
welled up on the
512 pv | Second track.

Isn't it so sweet @®
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