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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR STORY COUNTY  

ALEXANDRA “SONDRA” WILSON,             ) 

             Plaintiff,                                                 )        CASE NO. LACV053674 

                                                                            ) 

            v.                                                             )  

                                                                            )   

RELIABLE STREET INC, LOCKWOOD        ) 

CAFE, LOVE CLUB LLC, LYNDSAY            ) 

NISSEN, SHARON STEWART, WILLA          ) 

COLVILLE, DENISE MARTINEZ, and           ) 

CHARLIE ESKER                                             ) 

            Defendants                                              )   

______________________________________) 

 

Exhibit B — Open Mic and Flier Agreements: communications between Plaintiff, 

Defendant Nissen, and Iowa Civil Rights Commission (“ICRC”) (Sept. 2021–Mar. 2022) 

This exhibit is offered to document contemporaneous communications relevant to Defendants’ 

later characterizations of Plaintiff’s conduct.  

This exhibit contains contemporaneous written communications between Plaintiff and Defendant 

Nissen from September 2021 through March 2022, documenting collaborative efforts to organize 

and promote open mic events and related flier agreements.  

These communications are juxtaposed with key excerpts from Defendant Nissen’s statement to 

the ICRC to highlight discrepancies between contemporaneous communications and later 

representations. Section 4 sets forth Plaintiff’s responses to those statements.  

Collectively, these materials provide critical context regarding the parties’ relationship and 

interactions in the months leading up to the events giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims. 
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Section 1 — Defendant Nissen’s Statement to the ICRC Regarding Open Mic and Flier 

Agreement (Exhibit B-1) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-1 — Statement by Defendant Nissen to the ICRC (on or around May 1–July 30, 2022) 

alleging that Plaintiff assisted with Open Mic and flier distribution without authorization and 

characterizing Plaintiff as “desperate” and invasive. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Key Excerpts — Nissen’s ICRC Statement (May–July 2022) 

• Defendant Nissen alleged that Plaintiff’s assistance with the Open Mic event was 

unsolicited. 
 

• Defendant Nissen alleged that Plaintiff created and distributed a promotional flier without 

authorization. 
 

• Defendant Nissen characterized Plaintiff as “desperate” and invasive. 

Rebuttal Summary — Plaintiff’s Position: 

• Nissen personally requested Plaintiff’s assistance with Open Mic events, delegated 

responsibilities to Plaintiff, and repeatedly expressed gratitude for Plaintiff’s 

contributions. 
 

• Plaintiff offered to design a promotional flier at Nissen’s request; Nissen approved the 

concept, provided input, and personally posted the final version on social media. 
 

• Nissen’s communications and conduct established a personal rapport that led Plaintiff to 

reasonably believe they were friends. 

The full, unredacted version of Defendant Nissen’s statement to the ICRC is included in Exhibit 

A-4. Only key excerpts relevant to this issue are reproduced here for the Court’s convenience. 

The following contemporaneous communications are presented in chronological order. 



Exhibit B — Open Mic and Flier Agreements — Page 5 of 19 
 

Section 2 (Exhibits B2 – B13): Key Evidence Leading Up to Defendant Nissen’s ICRC 

Statement: Context Contradicting Later Characterizations 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-2 — Plaintiff ’s offer to create a flier for the Open Mic (September 21, 2021). 

Defendant Nissen responds, “Awesome!” and expresses interest in showing Plaintiff how to run 

the event in her absence, indicating cooperation and mutual understanding. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

These contemporaneous text messages concern Plaintiff's involvement in Open Mic activities 

and the creation of promotional materials during September 2021. At the time, Defendant 

expressed approval and support for Plaintiff’s involvement. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-3 — First Draft of Plaintiff ’s Promotional Flier Sent to Defendant Nissen (September 

29, 2021). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-4 — Text exchanges between Plaintiff and Defendant Nissen (September 29–30, 2021). 

Plaintiff requests feedback on the first draft of the flier; Defendant Nissen responds positively 

and requests a name change from “Lockwood Café” to “Reliable Street.” 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-5 — Reliable Street’s official Facebook page posts Plaintiff ’s promotional flier (October 4, 2021). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Screenshot of Reliable Street's Facebook page posting the promotional flier on October 4, 2021. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-6 — Plaintiff requests input on flier design; Defendant Nissen requests pull tabs and 

approves final version, stating “It looks great!” (October 13, 2021). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This exchange demonstrates Defendant’s direct input and approval of the flier’s design details, 

including specific requested edits, underscoring mutual collaboration. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-7 — Finalized promotional flier incorporating Defendant Nissen’s requested changes, 

including name and design edits, created on or around October 13, 2021. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Finalized promotional flier reflecting revisions discussed in the parties' September and October 

2021 communications. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-8 — Plaintiff informs Defendant Nissen that she distributed event fliers around town; 

Nissen replies, “Awesome!” (October 22, 2021). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Text messages concerning distribution of promotional fliers on October 22, 2021. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-9 — Text message exchange between Plaintiff and Nissen referencing Nissen honoring 

Plaintiff at open mic (November 11, 2021). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Text message exchange reflecting appreciation and positive communications between Plaintiff 

and Defendant Nissen on November 11, 2021.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-10 Defendant Nissen expresses appreciation for Plaintiff ’s encouragement and active 

role in building the open mic community, thanking Plaintiff for “continuously affirming that 

we’re gonna make this amazing” and stating “it’s so nice to have another person who believes” 

(October 12, 2021). 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-11 — Defendant Nissen entrusts Colville and Plaintiff with responsibility for the Open 

Mic in her absence (February 8, 2022), thanking them for “always being so amazing and 

helpful!!!” 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-12 — Plaintiff provides input to improve Open Mics (February 9, 2022), following the 

event where Nissen entrusted Plaintiff and Colville to run the Open Mic in her absence (see 

Exhibit B-11). Colville and Nissen agree; Nissen agrees with Plaintiff ’s suggestions and 

expresses gratitude for her contributions. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-13 Following an Open Mic event, Plaintiff apologizes for leaving before cleanup was 

complete (March 22–23, 2022). Nissen responds with three heart emojis, expressing warmth and 

appreciation just nine days before the events giving rise to several of Plaintiff ’s claims. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Section 3: Additional Communications Reflecting the Parties' Relationship and Course of 

Conduct (on or around September 2021 – March 2022): (Exhibits B14-B16). 
 

The following communications concern the parties' interactions and communications between 

September 2021 and March 2022. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-14 — Nissen invites Plaintiff to perform at an LGBT+ event (September 14, 2021), 

reflecting Defendant’s active encouragement of Plaintiff ’s involvement prior to the Open Mic 

events. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-15 — Nissen responds to Plaintiff ’s holiday greeting and photo of her Open Mic 

performance (December 24, 2021), expressing warmth and appreciation for Plaintiff. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit B — Open Mic and Flier Agreements — Page 19 of 19 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Exhibit B-16— Informal text exchanges between Plaintiff and Nissen (January 26, 2022) 

showing ongoing friendly rapport, contradicting later claims that Plaintiff ’s involvement was 

unwanted. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 

 


